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Welcome to the 2021-2022 School Year!
We are excited to get this year rolling, covid or no covid. Our
Education specialists are busy enrolling students and working with
families to con�rm ILPs (Individual learning plans) for each student.
BEST also has �eld trips and fun activities in the works as you can
see from the list below. We love the traditional photos of students
on the �rst day of school and created a �rst-day placard just for this
occasion. We invite you to share your �rst day of school photos with
us!

$200 increase to Education Expense
Allocations!
This school year k-12 allocations have increased:
Student Funding per Grade
9-12 $2,600
4-8 $2,400
K-3 $2,200
* Preschool students receive a $250 Scholarship with an older
sibling enrolled full-time at BEST (must be 3 or 4 years old by
September 1st).*
 
What is a Student Expense Allocation? Families receive an expense
account for education purchases made over the school year
(textbooks, online or in-person classes, �eld trip fees, art supplies
for art courses, musical instruments for music courses, sports gear
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for PE class). Allocations are based on grade level. Families are
reimbursed for purchases that correspond with the student's
Individual Learning Plan. So save those receipts! Visit our website
for more details on reimbursements of education expenses.
How to receive a Student Allocation? Simply enroll with BEST
before Oct 1st to receive a student Allocation.

Check list for 2021-2022 Enrollment
 

1. PowerSchool Parent Portal: Did you Enroll online through the
registration program in PowerSchool Parent Portal?

2. Brightways: Did you enroll in Brightways to create an account
within the BEST record-keeping system. Returning parents
please update your enrollment.

3. Schedule a meeting with an Education Specialist. You can
schedule online with the calendar app linked to the following
Specialist names: Kara Candelaria, Glenda Richard, or Kristina
Mulready

4. Review the curriculum options list on our website before your
meeting, so you are prepared to develop an Individual Learning
Plan (ILP) for your student.

5. Meet with your Education Specialist to �nalize your student's
Individual Learning Plan (ILP) and approve your student's ILP
in Brightways.

The spotlight this month is on our skilled Education Specialists (Kara Candelaria, Kristina Mulready,
Glenda Richard, and Barbara Sivin), and Special Education Teacher (Kimberly Livingston) because
they are now actively engaging with families to create learning plans for each and every student. If
you have not met with an Education Specialist yet, call BEST to schedule a meeting.

Kara Candelaria
Newly recruited to BEST, Kara brings her 16 years of teaching
experience to BEST. Kara has taught Spanish and English classes at
Lathrop High School. Kara is a Fairbanks gal. She graduated from
West Valley High School and received both her bachelor's and
master's degrees from UAF. Kara has three children, two of whom
also graduated from West Valley High School. In her spare time,
Kara enjoys doing CrossFit, lifting weights, traveling, and spending
time with her family. Her family is deeply rooted in the local Suzuki
music community. Both of her boys play violin and viola through the
Suzuki program and now her daughter is a violin and piano student.
Kara looks forward to meeting everyone and working with the
amazing BEST Homeschool community!
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Kristina Mulready
In addition to being an Education Specialist, Kristina created a google
classroom Best Music Fun! for homeschoolers; it is a treasure house for
music-related lessons, games, and videos. The google classroom
re�ects her 24 years of teaching music to all grade levels. Born and
raised in Juneau, she attended the University of Alaska Fairbanks
earned her bachelor's degree in music education k-12, and attended the
University of San Diego for a master's degree in teaching and learning.
Kristina is an amateur photographer and a lover of all things musk ox.
You can also �nd her doing educational tours at UAF's Large Animal
Research Farm from time to time.

Glenda Richard
Glenda comes to BEST with experience teaching at both the high school
and elementary level (Lathrop, Hunter, Hutchison) as well as experience
in both general and special education. Her undergraduate degree is in
Russian studies, and she has a Master’s in Special Education. In the
summer you will �nd Glenda in her garden, and puttering in her yard. She
also likes to bake goodies, watch British mysteries, and cuddle her dog,
Douglas, in her spare time. She is a huge U2 fan and has traveled the
world to see them, proof that she thinks U2 is the best band in the world!

Barb Sivin
Barb Sivin is a master at planning fun-�lled learning experiences,
leading �eld trips, and researching new curriculum for the BEST
homeschool students. She is a certi�ed teacher in both regular and
special education. A teacher for over 15 years, she has taught at
Denali Elementary and Pearl Creek. Barb loves to telemark ski, hok
ski, bike, hike, travel, garden, and hang out with her husband and two
sons
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ACTIVITIES

Kimberly Livingston
Kimberly is the BEST! Special Education Teacher. This is her 3rd
year with SPED and 2nd year with BEST. She loves being a special
education resource teacher and wouldn't have it any other way.
Kimberly is originally from Gallup, New Mexico but comes to us by
way of Southeast Alaska. She also enjoys the great outdoors—
kayaking, skiing, gold panning, beachcombing, you name it.

Did you know we list a lot of fun activities on the activity page of our website, Facebook, and of
course this newsletter? If you are not on Facebook you can still see our posts on our home page. On
our website, we have placeholders for annual events that will be refresh once we receive this year's
dates. Got a suggestion for a new activity? We would love to hear from families about their favorite
activities.

Field Trip to Bird Banding Station Sept 2nd
Join us for the �rst �eld trip of the year! We will be going to Creamer's Field for a tour of the bird
banding stations and to view migratory waterfowl. We will be outdoors, and walking to different
birding stations. If you are interested in this �eld trip please follow this link for full details and a sign-
up form. 
Date: Thursday, Sept 2nd
Time: 9:15 arrive at Creamers Field,
Duration: 2 hours or more
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Covid precautions: Bring masks and use social spacing
Wear warm clothing and outdoor shoes for outdoor activity.

Your Public Libraries are now open
evenings
 
Browse the shelves or for a more social distancing option you can
pick up your stack of preordered books at the desk, by using the
online Fetch! (Get Library Materiel) option. 
Noel Wien Library  
Monday - Wednesday: 10am - 8pm 
Thursday - Friday: 10am - 6pm 
Saturday: 10am - 5pm 
Sunday: CLOSED

https://fnsblibrary.org/824/Fetch-Get-Materials
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North Pole Branch  
Tuesday: 11am - 8pm 
Wednesday - Friday: 11am - 6pm 
Saturday: 11am - 5pm 
Sunday-Monday: CLOSED

Energy e�ciency and conservation challenge
K-12th grade classrooms/groups throughout Alaska are invited to participate in the 2021 Power
Pledge Challenge (PPC) from September 2021 through March 2022. Participating classes/groups
have the opportunity to complete monthly and year-long challenges related to energy e�ciency and
conservation. By completing monthly challenges, classrooms will be entered into monthly drawings
for prizes. Year-long challenge points will be added up to determine the regional and statewide prizes
to be announced in April. The more challenges you complete, the higher chance your group has at
winning prizes! Learn more and sign up on the PPC website here and details are listed below. Contact
BEST (Pam Seiser) if you are interested in forming a group for this challenge. 

https://akenergysmart.org/power-pledge-challenge/


It's Mushroom Season!
Fall is the perfect time for discovering mushrooms in your backyard
and local parks. Your family will be amazed at the number of
different fungi species we have right here in Fairbanks. Take a
discovery walk with your students to note the diversity of the fungi
world. Talk about the different colors, shapes, and sizes of the
mushrooms you �nd. For older students, learn to identify mushroom
types using an identi�cation book. A great resource for fungi
lessons and worksheets is How the mushroom got its spots. Or
requests mushroom/fungi books from your local library. Do follow
the basic safety rules of not tasting the mushrooms and washing
hands after touching fungi. Oh and leave the mushrooms in the
woods for the squirrels!
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Battle of the Books
The book list for the Battle of the Books is out! The list includes books
for all reading levels K-12! We also invite you to join our BEST K-2, 3-4, 5-
6, and 7-8 grade teams. Barb Sivin is the coach for the BEST teams,
send her an email if you are interested in learning more about Battle of
the Books.

365 SMART Academy Fall Classes (K-12)
Enrich your student's homeschool experience with these exciting
virtual 365 SMART Academy classes offered by UAF Summer
Sessions. Their course list is amazing, including subjects such as
coding, cooking, electronics, dancing, game design, and playwriting.
Courses typically start in October, virtually meet once a week for 4-6
weeks. Do sign-up ASAP so class material can be ordered and sent
in a timely manner.
Course List: By Grade Level
Register with BEST: Pamela.Seiser@k12northstar.org, 907-452-
2000 ext 11207
Cost: ~$195
For more information check out https://fall365.alaska.edu/ or
contact Summer Sessions at summer@alaska.edu (907) 474-7021.
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

The BEST website has a new HIGH SCHOOL page
If you are looking for activities, eLearning tips, dual enrollment opportunities, career information, or
scholarship news for high school students, you can �nd it under the new High School tab on the BEST
website. We will be adding new material as the year progresses, so check back often!.
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Dual Enrollment with free tuition
Fairbanks Native Association is now offering free tuition for Alaska
Natives/American Indians in over 40 programs at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks Community and Technical College. High school
Seniors and Juniors can earn both college credit and high school credit
at the same time. Deadline is September 30th.

The 'How To Book' for APEX and Google Classroom
Did you sign up for an eLearning course (APEX or google classroom) but you and your student have
forgotten how to navigate the online class? Then you will �nd this booklet to be a lifesaver. It has the
answers to those frequently asked questions about submitting homework, repeating a test for a
better score, or viewing weekly coach reports. Below are the links for Middle School and High School
handbooks.
 
MS eLearning Student/Parent Handbook
HS eLearning Student/Parent Handbook 
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